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1. Numbers9 ¥ PID "37%2
And those men said unto him, We are defiled by the dead body of a man: DORNY IR PYR TRIT 2WIRG 10K (7)
wherefoe are we kept back, that we may not offer an offering of the Lord in his 1295 nx 2p7 *n92% ¥y133 b 07X Wo»
appointed season among the children of Israel? And Moses said unto them, DTN N (1) 92X 32 7in2 1Tyha

Stand still, and I will hear what the Lord will command concerning you.... 2029 T MY T YRR 1Y YR

(14) And if a stranger shall sojourn among you, and will keep the Passover
unto the Lord; according to the ordinance of the Passover, and according to the
manner thereof, so shall he do: you shall have one ordinance, both for the
stranger, and for him that was born in the land.
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To Love the Ger

2. Deuteronomy 10 9 =9p 237
17. For the Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great 237-8) 27987 OR-R NI 02°0-8 102 (1)
God: mighty and awesome, which favors no person, nor takes bribes; D019 Kip> X9 WK K7110) 2937 D730 ORT D038
18. He executes the judgment of the orphan and widow, and loves the 23R) MInoR) 0im Ve Y (1) 70V AR ¥
stranger, giving him food and garment. 19. Love you therefore the »3 137 N8 DRIIXY (¥°) :9n) amy 2 oY M3

stranger; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. D% PIR2 00 O

3. Sefer HaHinukh, Mitzvah 431 RPN %R 1107 280
We can learn from this valuable mitzvah to have compassion on a SY QAR DRI TR TN 0 TIN00 10 v
person who is in a city that is not in the land of his birth or the place of NRBWH DIPMY INTIIN IR APRY 1Y RITW DIR
his family, and that we should not bypass him when we find him alone SPIP IMR NIREAI TITT IV P K, PMAR

with those who would help him distant from him. Just as we see that the
Torah commands us to have compassion on all who need help.
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4. Rambam, Laws of Character Traits, 6:4 7 5719957 1 2D NIWT N19b 2" ann
To love the ger who has come and entered under the wings of the NW 773°0W 515 NN 01511 XAV 37 NAIN
Shekhina is two mitzvot. One because he is included in the category of NARY DY H992 RITW 191 DAR ,IWY MED
“your neighbor,” and one because he is a ger and the Torah says, “And ,737 DX QNN TIAR TN T3 RIAW 197
you shall love the ger.” (Deut. 10:19). God commands to love the ger just IAYY NAAR DY TIRW 1193 3T NATR DY Y

as He commands to love Himself, as it says, “And you shall love the Lord
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your God.” God Himself loves gers, as it says, “And He loves the ger.
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5. Ramban, Commentary on Torah, Vayikra 19:17 19 P00 1Y 71U RPN §''ann
The sense of “Love thy neighbor as thyself” — is an exaggeration, for a 2% H3p° kY 9D ,7A955 - 7113 TR AR v

person (lit., a person’s heart) cannot feel the same love for his friend as he T ,IWHI DR INAIRD 1771 DR IRW DTN
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feels for himself, and moreover, Rabbi Akiva already taught that your life
comes before your friend’s life (Baba Mezia 62a).

Rather, the mitzvah of the Torah is that you should love your friend in all
matters, just as you love yourself regarding all good things. It is possible
because the verse did not say, “Love [no preposition] thy neighbor as
yourself” but rather equated the two (self and neighbor) with the word “to
(li-) they neighbor]... that the meaning is to equate the love of the two
(yourself and your neighbor) in your mind. ... Thus the verse warns
against having this petty jealousy in one’s heart, but rather you should
love your friend with heaping upon him all good things just as you would
do to yourself, and not give measures and limits to one’s love.

6. Pachad Yitzchak (Rav Yitzchak Hutner), essay 8, section 2

Behold in a number of verses in the Torah, the ger, the orphan and the widow
are placed in the same group, and the common denominator between them is
that they are people who are marginalized (lit., abandoned alone). We can
take this line of thought further and say that if love of the ger emerges from
the fact that he is a bereft and abandoned person, then the mitzvah of loving
the ger is not fulfilled through this love. For we have explained above that
the motivation for the love is part of the mitzvah of love, and the reason for
the mitzvah to love the ger is because of his high level, that he came under the
wings of the Shekhinah, and not because he is a person that has no redeemers.
And if the love is lacking the necessary motivation, then there is no fulfilment
of the mitzvah.

To Not Afflict the Ger

7. Leviticus 19

33. And if a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not wrong

ship not Inclusion

" PATIP TN TA9 R2OPY *27 K2 200
:(X 20 »"2) TaAn

TWRD 1AV 932 97°20 27ROW 3707 NG ROR
TR ROW M2V 19NN 23057 932 W1 DR 2R
nYna MR W, R0 Y DR AR
DTIW NAIR MW WD R L e
TIRIPT MNP 73770 ROW 211377 ME ..aNYT2
17°21 72707 D122 2R AR ;1292 DRI
72N PNV N0 K IWOIY WY OTR WK

'2 MIN "7 AR 70D LPANS TN

DN A7 9921 77IN2 O°PI0D N2 I
X177 QAW MW 7Y RI9IY 702 329K
D°2WHn MR QW1 02TV DWIR DW
9377 N2IR ORW 2N RDT 1P DR 2
MR PR 2TV TR0 DR RITW 737 X2
W T 720X 0"V NRYRPRn 0093 NN
Mxn 9922 0101 7AIRT VLY PV RN
NDYR TR RIT NI NAIR DV TAV0Y TR
QTR N7 78 RDY 710w 991D NRN DI
QYL 72R? 77 7700 R ORI IROw
ST 0P T2 PR WO

©° P95 RIPN

;PR 2250 ¥ D2%IN2 T3 TOK X 9] (3Y)

him. 34. But the stranger who dwells with you shall be to you as one born  n37xy 0onR 937 2307 227 7 2% 1IR3 (T9)

among you, and you shall love him as yourself; for you were strangers in
the land of Egypt; I am the Lord your God.

8. Or Samayach, ad. loc.

The reason a person transgresses when he oppresses a ger in monetary matters
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both on the prohibition of “do not oppress one man his brother” which refers to a3 177 RIIRI N7, 118 DR WK 110

monetary oppression, and the prohibition of “do not oppress one man his
neighbor” which refers to verbal oppression, is because in the case of a ger, if
one oppresses him verbally, he will become despondent and believe that it is
because he comes from another nation that [he has been treated this way], and

people will feel free to take advantage of him (lit., his property is permissible),

and no one will come to his defense, and behold this is like monetary
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oppression... for he will fear to enter into business and commerce with a
fellow Jew lest he be taken advantage of and cheated. Similarly, if one
oppresses him monetarily, he will believe that it is because Jews see him as a
person of low regard since he is not of their stock, and therefore this person has
cheated him, and there is no greater feeling of despondency than this. Thus,
this case is as if one has shamed him and degraded him. This is not the case
with a naturally born Jew, and in such a case when there is verbal or monetary
oppression one only transgresses the prohibition that is specific to it.
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Equality

9. Book of Mitzvot, Rav Saadyah Gaon

The ger shall be like the citizen

A Mandate for Poskim
10. Iggrot Moshe, Yoreh Deah, 4:26, Rabbi Moshe Feinstein

Regarding appointing a ger to be a Rosh Yeshiva or a mashgiach....
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However, in practice you should now, that the mitzvah of “and you 137 AR ON25K) W ONXATY VTS W awynd Dax

shall love the ger,” requires us to bring them close and to be lenient 592 5P D37PY AR NP (0™ 0 2pY 03T

regarding all these things. Therefore, after great thought it appears

that we need not consider such appointments in our time like
appointments of authority. ...

11. Responsa Maseit Binyamin, 62 20 A A% IRWR N
(1) Many great sages have debated whether a blind person can receive an 77IN2 112YY 1077 2021 P oo ar (1)
aliyah and read from the Torah, this one permitting and this one SWWE YR 'R DY AP 22w 010N
forbiddi.ng. And the gatberer c?f all the camps together, the one =1 RN ST .OY01 TIRD 02020
vxfhose llghF leads the entire natloln, tl?e gaon and the.‘, greatest sage of NP1 M99 2190 XD DR PIVA RNORY

his generation, Rav Yosef Karo, in his work the Beit Yosef, collected
o . 720K 9937 MR 532 ok .A7IN2
and gathered all the opinions and weighed and evaluated them, and o513 TIRAT WIS Y 5 WE® 11K
came to the conclusion that it is forbidden, that a blind person is not Y M " ' ' .,
9 9
permitted to be called up for an aliyah among those who are counted. 37 7903 Y71 1IN A0 VMR AT
. N . . T DR MYTa 937 AoRY R bW
(2) And I said, “If the spirit of the ruler rises against you, leave not.your 12 MI9YY KW WRY TNORY THY
place” (Kohelet 10:4), for you should not be cast off forever (Eicha -
3:31). For from times of Avi Zanoach (Moshe, cf. Chronicles I, 1 '
4:18), the Torah has always been placed in a corner (accessible to all, POV DY SWn M0 OXR AR NIR IR (2)
see Kiddushin 6§a), so that whoever wishes may come and take it. N LI RS O *D . DR Jpn
And even one mitzvah should not be negated. X 90 AR AT TIPA TN LT AR
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For behold, now in my old age, the sight from my windows has
darkened, and my eyes have grown dim from sight (cf., Breishit 27:1).
According to what the Rabbi (Yosef Karo) opined, I will be driven
away this day from seeking refuge in the inheritance of the Lord (I
Samuel 26:19), in the Torah of truth and of eternal life, that I shall not
be included in the number of those who are counted to rise up (and
read). Therefore, I said and decided in my heart, “God forbid that I
should abandon the way of the tree of life, and from my youth I have
grasped onto its branches, its laws, and its rule. Even in my old age |
shall not cast it off. On its path I will tread.” And I will open with the
matter of halakha, to see for what purpose the Rabbi has done such a
thing to me. And behold, I will lift my eyes up to the high mountains,
the ancient hills, and I will come out to the help of the Lord against
the mighty men (Judges 5:23), I will prove and put forth my case... I
will stand firm and “speak regarding Your laws in the presence of
kings and not be embarrassed”. (Ps. 119:46)...

I remain astounded regarding those who forbid — how have they
decided the law [with the effect] of casting off the Heavenly yoke
from people? How much more so regarding an important and public
mitzvah such as this! This is not what we have learned from our
Rabbis, the authors of the Mishna and the Gemara! For behold they
said... that Yonah’s wife would go up to Jerusalem for the Pilgrimage
Festival (olah la 'regel) and bring the burnt offering for appearing in
the Temple. And then there is the case of how the sages would bring
a sacrifice (which was being offered by women) into the Women’s
Courtyard so that the women could do the laying of the hands... and
regarding every positive time bound mitzvah - women are permitted
to perform them and recite the blessing over them.... nevertheless the
Rabbis waived these concerns, because the value of accepting the
Yoke of Heaven was more important, and also for the sake of giving
religious satisfaction, as we said in Hagigah, “not because laying of
the hands on sacrifices applies to women, but or the sake of giving
religious satisfaction to women.”

The same, then, is true in our case. We should waive [any concerns]
in the case of the person who is not literate person and the person who
is blind, and we should not object to them being oleh to the Torah and
from making the blessings, so that they may be included in the
accepting of the Yoke of Heaven and to give them religious
satisfaction....

Binyamin Aharon ben Avraham Salnik, Thursday, 3 Tamuz, 5370 (1610),
Parshat “For the entire community is all holy.”
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