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People with Disabilities — A Rights-Based Approach

Rights based on Mitzvot

(From "m2axn "5y ,quw ,wrn 2w 0m>-R 023 10w ova™"wnn oowiRa”, Yehudah Brandes in 1y
"mw nmyT, Benny Lau, editor.)

A. Right to Life
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Forbidden to take life
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B. Right to Dignity
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o  Prohibition of cursing applies to everyone who is Jaya - 1"'2:2"3 nuaw Xn?"on
o  Prohibition of 1my "197 applies to all types of blindness (71 1272 Ay) — basic equality
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o Collective punishment [ responsibility — societal realities, not just about intentional
acts
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o Protection versus Equality; Empathy shared past/future
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C. Right to Community
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o Whois expelled - ymxn / oam 71
o Punishment or fear of contamination / injurious impact (disease, ¥y /%)

e (Contemporary forms
o In general - Hospitals, old age homes
o Disabilities —institutions, schools, synagogues

e Separate/integrated - schools, old age homes
o  Practical - what’s better - specialized care versus type of community / Values

D. Right to Family
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From “Review of “Guide to Jewish Values and Disability Rights,” Rabbi Dov Linzer, on
http://ejewishphilanthropy.com/review-of-guide-to-jewish-values-and-disability-rights/

The guide consists of an introduction which provides necessary background on disability
rights and terminology, and four chapters, each one focusing on a different cluster of Jewish
values and obligations: tzelem E-lohim and the infinite value of each individual; areyvut and
communal responsibility; kavod and respecting agency and promoting dignity;

and tzedek and tikkun olam. Each chapter makes good selective use of Jewish texts, not
overwhelming the reader or delving into too much detail, and avoiding technical halakhic
discussions; it remains focused on its goal of showing how these concepts can speak to the
issues at hand....

The use of the term “disability rights” — a term that is used dozens of times throughout the
guide and in the very title of the guide itself — should likewise have been problematized. The
concept of rights is an Enlightenment concept and is one of the foundation stones of modern
democracy. Jewish tradition, in contrast, speaks about obligations that we have towards
others, not rights that others have that cannot be violated. The guide could have fruitfully
explored the differences of attitude and behavior that emerge from these two approaches,
and how the two could complement one another. Not doing so was a missed opportunity.



