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Ability and Disability in Halakha — Seeking New Definitions
Rabbi Dov Linzer

1. We are looking for redefinitions, not halakhic workarounds

a. Forexample, in response to the question — can a kohen in a wheelchair recite birkat
kohanim, as the halakha requires that a person be standing? We are not looking for
an answer along the lines of: “yes, by relying on the position that you can bi’dieved
be sitting.” We are rather looking for the answer that: “Yes, because for this person,

this constitutes standing”
2. One can identify the following areas to consider:

a. Body parts — do artificial limbs, etc., become considered as part of the body - e.g.,
putting tfillin on a prosthetic arm

b. Halakhic acts — for example
i. Holding — can one take a lulav with a prosthetic arm
ii. Reading — can one read a megillah through Braille?

iii. Speaking —can one read a Torah by seeing the letters and then signing what
one sees

iv. Hearing — listening to megillah over Zoom or the telephone; listening to a
shofar through a hearing aid, or through feeling the vibrations

c. Shomeya k’oneh — connecting to halakhic acts without doing them
i. Connecting to shofar blowing via vibrations
ii. Connecting to krait megillah through ASL
d. Halakhic requirements that are not halakhic acts, eg-
i. Sitting during birkat kohanim
ii. Ability to say IT n¥n as part of magid
e. Halakhic objects

i. A Sefer Torah or megillah in Braille.

3. Another area, which has been dealt with extensively in the Zoom era, is what constitute
presence. Three areas can be identified here as well:

a. What halakhot require direct presence needed (e.g., the core 10 of a minyan)
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b. What halakhot suffice with a person who connects to a core group in an ancillary way,
even if he is not a part of the core (e.g., people beyond the first 10, but they still cannot
lead davening, etc.)

c. What halakhot can fundamentally be accomplished at a distance / when are people
seen as mere spectators, or an audience in the presence of which the act is being
performed (e.g., shiva call, saying birkat hagomel, etc.)

d. Some very practical cases which need addressing here include:

Vi.

10 for Sheva Brakhot via Zoom; Saying Sheva Brakhot via Zoom

Kaddish Yatom when the minyan is created through Zoom; when there is a
minyan in one place

Kiryat HaTorah, Megillah, etc. when there is a minyan via Zoom

If a body is being sent to Israel, would aveilut not start until the body is buried
even for those remaining behind because they are still connected (via Zoom at
the funeral) until the burial takes place?

Beit Din for gerut via Zoom. Beit Din watching the tvilah, kabalat mitzvot etc. via
Zoom or CCTV

Beit Din for hatarat Nedarim
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SOURCES

A. Redefining Body Parts — focus on sources 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 9 (and 12)

Crutches — are they ok because they are his shoes or his legs?
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Wheelchairs — why would it be harder to see these as shoes/legs?
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Sitting in a Wheelchair — Can this be considered to be standing?
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Eyeglasses — is there any reason this should be less part of a person / his clothes?
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Hearing Aids - assuming (aswe do) that eyeglasses are permissible — why might hearing aids be different?
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Does framing it as a refuah lead to more leniencies or stringencies? Does it more or less accurately reflect the
reality?

19 1390 (3 - 2) NIMIN NNPYHY HNIN NIV .10

1T DYV VYWIN VN IRINTY RINY 72T HIT ,17901 2790 YIVA DY IRIANT INR TYVN NN V' NN

, 0903 097 AT PR T2 23 YY QR ,ANITIY INIRD NRIATY KRINN NRAA 127 NIND AW N0 TN DIRNY
DIRD Y 1IN PIY 171933 GRT V9 ,NRIATY MNITT IR PPV RIN 1IN VY RINY APYVIAT 117 0”0 YaR

N”p 90 2"WNA DY IRIANI HPnY W 373 pNn

Some bottom-line rulings on Shabbat and carrying
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Transplants and mechanical orgrans — do they become part of the body?
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From Body Parts to Actions — which one is easier to redefine?
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Halakhic Acts

1. Listening / mivavniv
a. Waving flags - 'n:1"2p n"iv v"1v ;unanw |10 n"T(.22) 'om ;moa 90 — (:X1) N2I0
b. Hearing via echo - nan 71p vniw — (.12 n") Yaiw
2. Speech
a. 11T MmN
b. ananmbyaarT
C. I'T'NyIN- win
3. Holding / Taking

a. Taking via something else - N"INV"I¥ —NN)7 N'Nw AR 12T T 20 NN)Y - (.an) na1o
T:N"1N

Focus on sources 14 and 15

Listening with Public Address systems and telephones
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Is hearing defined based on what is happening on a scientific level or an experiential one?
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VIBRANT TORAH
LEADERSHIP

N aan naer

Speaking with false teeth; reading with glasses; listening with a hearing aid

Notice how he validates all these activities that are done “through an instrument”. Why is listening with a
hearing aid better than listening over a telephone?

N3 11350 BN NN = T PHN IIIN ¥93) NIV .16

9197 1R 1TYH ,MAMN DY NIRMPI 1IN WNNYN RIN VDY NIPPY PHRIYV MaX MYV MHRY)
YW YH9NNY W RIN NRT 932 DR LIV IR 77001 17T 10,0070 JRXIN TWUR NPMIRD IR NRVIAY
29728 YV NPNYN WPNIND W DR IR ,MIANINN DXIPWN DY DNIIN PT DI NR RININY 1IN R1ITIPHY AN

DYV NTN Y2 MR NYMRD RV 917 1RY N1 ,AN0W ,(NY 17°D) TTV NRD NV TPRI NN (R
DOV RY2 170 17T MR NRVAY 9127 1RW AT 1D ,DTR *T'2 DMWVWYN DY WANWAY PIX RINY 1YY
,72MN DY T Y 17N INRMPI INYONI DNAIN YT DN NR RIXIND 9137 RIN DR P8 ,Manmnn

27 PR LRI 2T IR DY T HY NTY TWARY

MENI AR ,MIAMN DY T HY DNAIN T D'2I0 NR RININD IRV RINY T79Y VIV J2TIY INIR 1IN
N7 NYMRA Y3 NR N9 RVAN RINY Y9V ,27791 ,N2W 9921 WITPI,N19 NWISY 71T NVIA 13D ,RNMYINT
N5 RN .DNAIN " D290 DR RININDT 2N 1OV WYY 5197 ,MIamn 0w MY WY NTY 29 HY 9R 17T
5y RYR ;7900 TINN NNR 12N 1998 17102 NIPY D912 DIRY DIPTAIY DY Y31 DOWYN 2 ...AMIT 321N
1772 DAY ...898NY NS NN PRI ,AMINRD N7NAP 185 D972 1IN 7905 DNYY (D79pWwN) DXYY NI T
DY2VYN WNRN DIPT DNIN 1NN IRN IYYI 217 22 MIRIIN PP DRI 7YY NN AWIN NIT AN
LRANNY NS ANIG DOPN NYNY RDY D01V N T HY DRI NN YR

5 p7TN RVIM N T2 ,IRT 1AV RDWN ,D17Y N2 170 )53 ") IRIY DYIY ,T19 TIN%Y w2 Anym
.ON2IN T 07270 DR R2IND 9197 ,wNN NDT VYN, MIAmn DY 19N )93 P

PRI 92 PP HY RHR PNV PRI 2TRY WIN 1272 TV (AN 9°0) 27N NMIVP MY NIV N PAVT RIY (2
VIV AR LDV ,DNIN P DINR DR RN I 1) 1YY M¥NI N DR IR YR MININN
TARWI RYR 108 WINY 1INR RYY ;1910 NPRVA 07 YINWH NIR NTIIV 2291 TORT ,191W MENI 1NY
Y RPRY TNRI MR GRY ,ANPY Y INR 2T 7Y AMPY (R 19 1210) 190K 27931 991 Yan ynwn win unn
MY PRIV DWIVY 5710 (3 170) 91T 91 NIWA AN 12 00NN PO 1 ..0" .IYNY NRY INR 73T
RIXIN ,MI¥NI 27 ,NPA RIPI ,NPYINY NAVNI MIIRIXA Y 1PNV 79,5191 NN PRI RDYN DY
.07 . 0NN PP DINR

MIPY IRWI ,WINI 1T PRY ,IIONWN NPINY NN T HY ROR PINYY 919 1RW MY TInHH v 1RO
POV RYWN 193 7Y NYINVY 1TAY 13977 7Y 9791 ...0NAIN T’ D270 NR RININY 199012 YIpNn nHann
L7727 939 wNN MT DVN MIAMN DY 1133 09I Y MNTH PN RIN L1PIAT HI2 NP MITY NYMY
VYN N1391Y 971 13,9272 PAD DIV PRI ,DNAIN OT D270 DR RN

Speaking through Writing & Sign Language and Hearing with Lip Reading — Status of a Deaf Person

(.NY) 1PV 9933 .17
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. YCT Ability and Disability in Halakha — Seeking New Definitions - Rabbi Dov Linzer

VIBRANT TORAH
LEADERSHIP
N aan naer

12 YRVN RP RN GOV 29 INR INVRY VI PIMI PAMI 2NN PNN 1272 YI12%Y YVIN 27 MR RINI 217 IR
10 991 IRY IRY HY IR DR DNY NYWHY IMR PPTIA IVRI P27 TAVRY VI 21N 1Y 1INRI PRNVI RN
A0 92N 9R N N

NN T3V 9127 RN ORNR TINY 9127 1RY DYRY V9 TN RY DR RANT D RIVP RN Y RIVP IR RIT Y 0N
..DaNI AN RYY DPAN IR RINNIT MTY 2IRY NINRP MTY IR 7Y IR NN

LRTRIN POV RY YR PHVHVNA ROR 177 AN INRI PIINAP INRI PPN INR 121990 RY WIN 22NN

NNT N7 (:XY) MM MOoIn .18

Dand 21N RHYY DNYAN 12 133 RDY 7725 07 AN IMTY DITYN PNOIVY PYIY PINNY NN YNwT "R
TI91 9279 9197 PRY DORY VI TP RY DRI (RY 9T PV) NNRWY N2 RANT RN JMTY I DAY 117
THINY MRT PRY DYR NIRY DINI 2910 RYY DNYAN INR RINNIT NMITY NIRY ININ NN 9272 9127 10 IRNDRY
VNN W19 37100 MITYN I2TWI 1T AN 2PN INR HaR 13 192 MRT PRY YO (3P 9T MNn) 1InNRT
7725 Dand INYY? RHW VIS DITY DIV 27Y 1"YIA (V) D7)

1979 27N YUN DN .19

LA"WN 2R DM 2"

92 IPR 927N IR PRIV IIRY VINY 'N31) NIVNA IRIAN NINT 295 MITH MDITH IPHNI 920 11 NHRYA
YT

Y ORI DIRDN NAY Y DR DIRN TNRI DITPANN TN YW NPTY YN Y1onn DAY 1IN Yar ..
DM DRYR DWIN DYV D7IR Y910 WIW 1T PUIY DYVITA DN DINPAI DT DIPNOY NRMP
LDV DPTY IMY PINT AN NIIND) PP D'V NYND DITY

92710 WINI 1YWN DNINYDN NAVIA TN VIV 19IRI R”12 DY TWPNNN WINT TWART N1 1Y2 MR 1IN TN
NYNYNA 937N DR 19 17 IMIN RXPD NP DPNAY NV RPIT (27YIT JPDY IPAVWI 7712 TORT YW 1R)
1N RYT NDNIN TP NOWA WRNVWNI QOIV 19IRA TWPNAY Y3 DT NYIIM DPNOY MYINI IR NP

N RYT ROR DIPDIA NI I1RN RYI R P2 OIVI 987 NNIVPN PRNRI NWNYA 12NN PR DNYHT
9271 NN 'NYWHI NAVA TWPNNY Y3 HaR IRY IRY YY1 10 HY 2n22 MYRYY NNIY WIN TWRD

DOWINNY N0 931 N2°TH N3Y HHI PN IR MIYVIND DIN DXY HI NNRAT DN MITN 27aY 12 IR NP
YWINT DN 270 11727 YIO0Y INRYT 771991 3M0NI ...DYMY DIRY DIVN ROR 1R 9279 DT DR
19IR2 DYWVIR DY TWHPNN RINY 1177 ,0710°00 NAYWA TWHNNN WINY 1”0 ...RIN 92TH MDY P1wHa 927N

... D270 PRIYA PATI ORIANND RIANDNT *NY T7PY IR P01 72 17°aNY 92N DRI OV

YUN N0 N 193 MHNINY MAIYN .20

NYIN 9277 DAINR NT 919 TAY TNIPN 790 N2V P 9270 RYY PNV IIRY VINL 'NHRVYI :NHRY
POITPY PVAYY NN 21N PIYY IOT N - PRAY

JINXNAN 709 WIND 17T ,AN0 TINN 712THI RINY 4R 1IPPN WIN RINY 122850 1172 1785 19 DR) ...
L7209 7PN TWARY R 11720 RY D127V D25Y WY ROR ,WNN 12T 1RYI 7N DNAT DT RYT R DINR
1NIW 011 103 TN T2 J9IRA PRAY NYINA 72TN DR HaR ;1179 AMITY anan Jnn M9 PaTn 2"
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. YCT Ability and Disability in Halakha — Seeking New Definitions - Rabbi Dov Linzer

VIBRANT TORAH
LEADERSHIP

N aan naw

RNYYA NPNRIN QPTY ,20°0 17209 Y NMYHY 0291 DTR 212 217 TY PN INY NPT INTPNN 190 Na
NYNN 172N 03 RN RINT ,AN22 IR 111072 1270V 00 PIPT IR 1295 PITI2 NNYNI 2PN 290 T
DIN HY RINY 2910 117707 M9 7,97 NPI12 2NPN IPRY IRITY GRI,YMIVH 1MT DR 2111 D'NOY
NYITY 1AM YTV INRYHWI RIN VAR ;AN PINIVI ROR 279NN 1R ,W1INN 37 KN WIXIN N
VT 1229071 927D 1 vnn Yymivh

2127 1PRY ROR NXP 92TN DINAY NYNIN PRI Y YV R INPTHV (1”8 1200 NIR) NnNYY naa yy ...
0P 1D YAR PW D"INN NIV ,VINI IT PR YNV PRI 12T PN I2TH NN MR 1NN RV
97PN 12 5"WN DININRA PPY ,NTa POnON
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. YCT Ability and Disability in Halakha — Seeking New Definitions - Rabbi Dov Linzer

VIBRANT TORAH
LEADERSHIP
N aan naer

Responding Amen without Hearing

Notice the assumption that one cannot fulfil her obligation this way. Is this only because the flags don’t
specifically communicate the text of the brakhot?

Would there be a more lenient standard for n11va yniv than for what constitutes the act itself?

NY 112°0 3 PYN NYT NS NIV .21

, AR POV INMIRY WITHN INR JAR NNIYY 27N DRD XN NTVL PTIN 717 10722 MINYH0 YMVN :NHRY
791280 DY MTN 2 NNIYY 19 03 2N DRM

DPARY YRV 172 NPDAN NIR D192 LY NINMN 122AR MY 12 YWINY 227 IR L,(:NY qT) NVID NN :N2IVN
..DNVIY

DI T Y RN DI RIN ROR ;AN IHWN AN RPN MPIAVN DIPN IR ,1ITIN TIT YNRVIN 21PN DINR 1M
7999 ... M2 INR AR INY IR IRTIIV PN HV VIHPNN PMIVY IMINTY PRI ,RITINND MYXNIRI HNVN
1PNY DN YV RMITIDIYR 12 HY NYWYNA (:R1) NIV TINRY INY AMIT N1 01 .0INY MIYY IRVIY IR
NRINN WY 73 DMITIDA DIANIN PN ,MIIIN NR MNIAX MHVWN AN YINYH DN D91 1 RYY 171 YNp DY
PM HIRIN,NMINY IR HHI2 AT PRY (R”Y TD) NMOT22 1) /:RI 1910/ DY MADIND 177207 .JAR 1PN MII2N
q°Y0 TIP 117°0) DN NNR PIY INYVA IR IMR DPYMY 1P RY P, TMY NIAX MHVWN NI IR YTV
YD ORYI AR NNY RINY AN DY YT VITPN PV RINY IRI PTR RIM (N

1IVNA N2720 YRV RYY 11910 1T 12722 ININ T R 1RV 12919 IR 127272 IRANIY 1N 28Y DNIN ..
DR 9P DR V9PN PWIN RINY ,1TIAV RITINNN MPXNARI ROR ,R21N 72 DIR 29N

RIPND IR VITH YMIVN YAR ,MTN 3™ 1R DY N NTVA PTIN TIT MITHR ™ MNYH0 ymwn ;012032
oYY YNNIV INRA 93 TIT KDY, RPN - 92 DTR 2910 PINYY 27NV NN OTY RXY PR ,1TINN 197N
.20 1572 RN DYOM

14



